
 

 
 
 
 
 
For Immediate Release: 
 

Glass House Group CEO Urges President Trump to Direct the SBA to Stop 
Discriminating Against Fastest Growing Industry in U.S. 

 
(May 14, 2020) Los Angeles -- Kyle Kazan the CEO of Glass House Group, now perhaps the 
largest cannabis greenhouse operation and fastest growing cannabis company in the world’s 
largest cannabis market, California, issued the following letter to President Trump urging him to 
direct the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) to overturn its position that cannabis 
businesses are ineligible for Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loans during COVID-19.  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
May 14, 2020 
 
The Honorable President Donald Trump 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
 
Dear President Trump,  

 
As the CEO of one of the fastest growing cannabis companies in the country, I urge you 

to direct the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) to overturn its position that cannabis 
businesses, which have been deemed essential in states with regulated cannabis programs, are 
ineligible for the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loans during this uncertain time in our 
country’s history.  
 

Last February, our country’s unemployment rate was at 3.5 percent, a 50-year low. In the 
last two months, we have seen our country’s unemployment number soar past 14 percent, the 
highest level on record in the U.S. As the world faces an unprecedented public health threat, 
which has   already claimed the lives of tens of thousands of Americans, experts only predict 
unemployment to get worse before it gets better. 
 

Today, the state-legal cannabis industry in the U.S. employs more than 240,000 full-time 
jobs. In fact, in the last year, the sector added nearly 34,000 new jobs nationwide, making the 

https://www.glasshousegroup.com/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/73eplkp3biputrw/PadaroFlyOver.mov?dl=0


cannabis industry the fastest-growing industry in the U.S.  It should be noted that it was the 
nation’s leader in job growth during a booming economy. 
 

Yet despite being deemed essential businesses at the state level and generating billions in 
state and federal tax dollars, cannabis businesses — including cultivators, processors, 
manufacturers and ancillary businesses like HVAC companies, lighting equipment suppliers, law 
firms, accounting firms and other businesses that work indirectly with the sector — are currently 
ineligible to receive disaster assistance loans. The SBA’s stance has been that because the sale 
and distribution of cannabis is not yet legal under federal law, the federal agency cannot provide 
financial assistance to cannabis businesses, many of which are in desperate need of relief today.   
 

Cannabis businesses have been major contributors to our country’s economic growth and 
have created thousands of high salary and living wage jobs for Americans in recent years. 
State-legal cannabis businesses also continue to pay more than their fair share of state, federal, 
Social Security, Medicare and corporate taxes, yet they are still not eligible for SBA loans or 
services. We are a group of Americans, who have full taxation, but no real representation as we 
are treated as second-class citizens. 
 

At a time when unemployment is skyrocketing, making cannabis businesses ineligible for 
disaster assistance loans while they’re required to abide by COVID-19 initiatives such as paid 
sick leave is not only inequitable — it is a policy that is killing jobs in the fastest-growing 
industry in  America.  
 

Policies that kill off living wage jobs and unnecessarily send more working Americans to 
the unemployment line is simply something that our country cannot afford. As a “pro-business” 
president, who appreciates states rights, I am urging you to mandate the SBA to allow cannabis 
businesses the ability to apply for Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loans and be treated like 
every other tax-paying business in America. 
 

Sincerely yours, 

   

Glass House Group CEO  
Kyle Kazan 
 



About Glass House Group 
Glass House Group  is one of the fastest-growing, privately-held, vertically integrated cannabis 
and hemp companies in the U.S. Its family of eco-friendly, community-conscious cultivation, 
manufacturing, brands and retail locations bring to market only the finest strains of cannabis and 
hemp using cutting-edge care, technologies and environmental sensibility to deliver 
uncompromising craft-quality strains, flower, extracts, pre-rolls, vaporizers, cartridges and 
apparel. As a leading brand-enabling company, celebrities, artists, athletes and influencers turn to 
Glass House Group to create powerful partnerships that reach new audiences and drive consumer 
engagement. Currently, Glass House Group is expanding its portfolio, brands, brand partnerships 
and product lines and is expected to see sizable growth throughout 2020 and beyond. For more 
information and company updates, visit https://www.glasshousegroup.com.  
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